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Noun-verb 
collocations:

What do the nouns in 
each group have in 
common?
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Go + sport means there's movement in the sport,  it's not done all in one place. Use ‘go’ when the actual 
activity is the verb.
cycle / go cycling, ski / go skiing, swim / go swimming
Even with non-sport activities done in one place, there is the feeling that you must go somewhere to do 
them (ie: go fishing, go hunting).
-Note: In general, these are more individual sports.

Do + sport is for sports done in one place (ie: do aerobics, do boxing*, do weightlifting*) *As you can 
see, the go + -ing rule isn't always true.
‘Do’ is also normally used for singular recreational activities, and not so much for sports (ie: do (practice) 
yoga, do puzzles).

Play + sport normally involves a ball or some such object. Use ‘play’ for names of sports that do not 
describe the particular action of the sport (ie: tennis, rugby, football)
-Note: There is a sense of competitiveness, there will be a winner and a loser in the match and/or game.



Activity: Can you add 3 more activities to each column? 

https://www.tolearnenglish.com/exercises/exercise-english-2/exercise-english-
85753.php
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Go vs Make:
1. DO is used when talking about work, jobs or tasks. Note, they do not usually produce any physical object.

                  Have you done your homework?

                  I have guests visiting tonight so I should start doing the housework now.

                  I wouldn't like to do that job.

2. DO is used to refer to activities in general without being specific. We normally use words like thing, anything, 

etc.        Hurry up! I've got things to do!

                  Don't just stand there – do something!

                  Is there anything I can do to help you?

3. We sometimes use DO to replace a verb when the meaning is clear or obvious. 

                  Do I need to do my hair? (do = brush/comb/style)

                  Have you done the dishes yet? (done = washed)

                  I'll do the kitchen if you do the trash (do = clean, do = take out)



1. MAKE is for producing, constructing, creating or building something new. It is also used to indicate the origin of 

a product or the materials that are used to make something:

                  His wedding ring is made of gold.

                  Wine is made from grapes.

2. We also use MAKE for producing an action or reaction: 5. We use MAKE with food, drink and meals:

                  Onions make your eyes water. make a cake

                  You make me happy. make a cup of tea

make dinner

3. You use MAKE for plans and decisions:

                  make an arrangement

                  make a choice

4. We use MAKE for speaking and certain sounds:

                  make a comment

                  make a speech
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Oral Expression: Complete the questions with the correct form of ‘do’ or 
‘make.’
1. What is your home/building ________ of?

2. What did you ________ for dinner last night?

3. Have you ________ any housework/chores today?

4. What’s a difficult decision you have had to ________?

5. Do you prefer ________ the dishes or the laundry?

6. Have you ________ any plans for the weekend?

7. When was the last time you ________ (cut) your hair?

8. What was the last phone call you ________?

9. Do you enjoy ________ speeches?

10. What tasks do you have to ________ before the weekend?
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